Thomas Warrington to Messrs.Carteret Priaulx & Co. 20 December 1811

LITERAL TRANSCRIPTION OF RELEVANT SECTION OF LETTER

‘....the discharg was hardly finished when poor Capt® Beckerwaise was so
ill as to oblige him to Keep his Cabbin & notwithstanding every medical
assistance was had he departed this life on the 23 Ult® the very day that
your Brig the Dolphin arrived in this port & Capt® Benset being in
practice I desired him to send to take immediate charge of the Vessel
which he did...’

MODERN DAY INTERPRETATION

The discharge [into the sea] was hardly finished when poor Captain
Bechervaise was so ill as to be obliged to keep to his cabin &
notwithstanding having had every medical assistance, he departed this
life on the 23 ultimo [of the previous month] the very day that your Brig
the Dolphin arrived in this port [Messina). And Captain Benest already in
practice [a practising ship's captain] I sent for him and asked him to take
immediate charge of the vessel which he did...

[This of course puts the date of death exactly on 23 November 1811]
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